Solid pseudopapillary neoplasm of the pancreas in a 12-year-old female: case report and review of the literature.
Solid pseudopapillary neoplasms of the pancreas (SPNP) are rare pancreatic tumors that occur predominantly in young women, with very few cases reported in men. While the origin of the tumor may be unclear, it is characterized by a distinct histological appearance and a clinical course highlighting its low malignant potential. SPNP have an excellent prognosis and are potentially curable provided they are managed appropriately by complete surgical resection. In the rare instances where metastatic disease is encountered, surgical debulking has been shown to prolong survival. The role of chemotherapy and radiation therapy in the management of SPNP is still controversial. We report here on an unusual occurrence of SPNP in the area of the head of the pancreas in a 12-year-old female treated by pancreatico-duodenectomy, together with a review of the literature.